LONDON RECORD SOCIETY

Minutes of the 45th Annual General Meeting of the London Record Society

held at 6.00 pm on Tuesday 26 October 2010
at London Metropolitan Archives
40 Northampton Road, Clerkenwell, London EC1R 0HB
Present:
Professor Caroline Barron


Hon Chairman

Dr Robin Eagles



Joint Hon Gen Editor

Dr Hannes Kleineke



Joint Hon Gen Editor

Dr Stephen O'Connor



Joint Hon Gen Editor



Dr David Lewis




Hon Treasurer



Dr Helen Bradley



Hon Secretary

Dr Stephanie Hovland



Hon Membership Secretary


Professor Sally Alexander

Ms Nicola Avery
Dr Matthew Davies

Dr Elizabeth McKellar 

Dr Anne Sutton

and 28 members.  Apologies were received from Dr Ian Archer, Mr Paul Double, Professor Tim Hitchcock, Dr Julia Merritt, Dr James Moore, Dr Penny Tucker and others

1
The Minutes of the AGM held on 20 October 2009 were approved.

2 Matters Arising

A book sale via the Society's website had been planned in order to reduce backstock holdings of more than 3,000 volumes. Two bookmarks, designed by Miss Olwen Myhill (Centre for Metropolitan History), were circulated and members approved the design showing a 17th century image.
3
The Hon Treasurer’s Report  The Statement of Financial Activities for y/e 31 December 2009 and the Balance Sheet at 31 December 2009, with the Treasurer's Report, had been made available on the Society's website. Dr David Lewis reported that donations had risen, making special mention of those from the estate of Miss Betty Masters and from the Scouloudi Foundation. Interest earned at CAF Bank had fallen by more than £2,000 when compared with 2008, and was expected to continue at a low level, although total income was down by approximately £1,000 compared with 2008. The cost of producing volume 44, The Pinners' and Wiresellers' Book 1462-1511 ed Barbara Megson, had been less than for other recent volumes and this had in turn reduced distribution costs. Creditors had risen by more than £6,000, partly due to an advance having been received towards the cost of the proposed volume The Great Wardrobe Accounts of Henry VII and Henry VIII ed Dr Maria Hayward. Professor Caroline Barron drew members' attention to the likelihood that the Society would be able to publish two volumes each year. Dr Loreen Giese proposed that the accounts be accepted. Dr Geoffrey Harris seconded the proposal, and the accounts for the y/e 31 December 2009 were accepted.
4
The Hon Membership Secretary’s Report  The report had already been made available on the Society's website.  Dr Stephanie Hovland reported that numbers had declined from 304 subscribers to 296, of which 159 were institutional memberships and 137 individual memberships. Some subscriptions had been cancelled by the Society due to non-payment after repeated reminders. Invoices are sent out well in advance of the due payment date (on 1 January) in order to save on postage costs, and subscriptions can be paid by standing order. Dr Christopher Kitching suggested that more could be saved by using email. Dr Hovland agreeed that email is useful to circulate information which may be of interest, but in respect of vital communications it did have disadvantages. For instance, members do not always notify the Society of changed email addresses, some object to being contacted by email, and others have inboxes which do not accept attachments. The Society's updated website will be able to handle new memberships. Professor Caroline Barron thanked Dr Hovland for her work in ensuring that subscriptions were fully paid up
5
The Hon Secretary’s Report  The report had already been circulated with the agenda.
6
The Hon Gen Editors’ Reports  A joint report had already been made available on the Society's website.  Dr Stephen O'Connor reported that volume 45, London Inhabitants Outside the Walls ed Dr Patrick Wallis, was also available as a two-volume set with volume 2, London Inhabitants Within the Walls ed D V Glass, which had been reprinted. It was expected that volume 46, The Views of Hosts ed Dr Helen Bradley, would be published in spring 2011 with volume 47, The Great Wardrobe Accounts of Henry VII and Henry VIII ed Dr Maria Hayward, following later that year. Forthcoming volumes included Sixteenth Century London Inventories ed Dr John Tillotson and Dr Stephanie Hovland, and London Shipbuilding in the Middle Ages ed Professor Maryanne Kowaleski, scheduled for 2012/13, followed by The Fraternity of the Holy Name ed Dr Elizabeth New in 2014. A proposal to publish The Correspondence of Thomas Pengelly, Levant Merchant, 1655-1676 ed Mr Matthew Payne, had been accepted and would be submitted in 2015. A proposal to publish The 1851 Religious Census for London and Middlesex ed Mr Jonathan Rodell, is currently under consideration and could be submitted in September 2012. Professor Sally Alexander enquired about the likelihood of volumes on 19th and 20th century themes, and Dr O'Connor replied that the publication schedule was dependent upon the proposals received by the Society. Professor Barron thanked the Honorary General Editors for their work during the year, and particularly Dr Robin Eagles and Dr Hannes Kleineke for bringing the current volume to publication.
7
Election of The Hon Chairman  Dr Helen Bradley proposed that Professor Caroline Barron should be re-elected, and was seconded by Dr Loreen Giese.  Professor Barron was unanimously elected.
8
Election of  The Hon Gen Editors  Professor Caroline Barron proposed that Dr Stephen O'Connor, Dr Hannes Kleineke and Dr Robin Eagles should be re-elected.  Dr Matthew Davies seconded the proposal, and they were unanimously elected.

9
Election of The Hon Secretary and The Hon Treasurer  Dr Christopher Kitching proposed that Dr Helen Bradley and Dr David Lewis should be re-elected. Dr Elizabeth McKellar seconded the proposal, and they were unanimously elected.
10
Election of Council Members  Professor Caroline Barron thanked Dr Ian Archer, Ms Nicola Avery and Dr James Moore for their service as Council members over the past four years, and particularly mentioned Ms Avery's organisation of the AGM and the Society's sales. Professor Barron proposed the election of Mr Matthew Payne (Senior Archivist, LMA, whose biography of Thomas Rowlandson is to be published in November 2010), Mr Roger Cline (retired patent attorney, MA London Studies and currently Treasurer, London Topographical Society) and Mr Justin Colson (MA Medieval Studies, PhD Fifteenth Century London). Dr Hannes Kleineke seconded the proposal, and they were unanimously elected.
11
Election of The Hon Independent Financial Examiner  Professor Caroline Barron explained that Mr Michael Boon was unable to attend the meeting, and that he wished to propose that Dr Clive Burgess should be elected as Hon Independent Financial Examiner. Mr Graham Javes seconded the proposal, and Dr Burgess was unanimously elected. 

12
Any Other Business 

New Website It was expected that the updated website would be operational in two to three months.

Use of Funds to Support London Archives Envelopes of notes (London 1908) made by the Victoria County History had been deposited at the University of London Library Bookstore at Egham. Professor Caroline Barron and Dr Matthew Davies had arranged to show the material to parish specialists and it was considered to be useful. London Metropolitan Archives had agreed to house the notes provided that they were sorted beforehand, and the Society agreed to pay for two weeks' work to sort the material.

Future Publication, Distribution and Storage Following the introduction of internet ordering, the current system for distribution and storage of volumes had been found to need improvement. It was hoped that Boydell and Brewer would market the Society's titles in future. Professor Caroline Barron emphasised that the Society had enjoyed a very happy partnership with its printers, Winstonmead, who had always given excellent service. It was expected that Boydell and Brewer would bring the volumes to the attention of a wider audience, and considerably reduce annual storage costs.

Professor Caroline Barron thanked the London Metropolitan Archives for their generosity in hosting the Annual General Meeting of the Society, and the meeting adjourned for the launch of the Society’s volume 45, London Inhabitants Outside the Walls, 1695 ed Dr Patrick Wallis.

Meeting closed at 6.34 pm 

Signed:

Hon Chairman







Hon Secretary

